THOUSANDS OF GALLONS A 
YEAR: 


One thousand industrial spills happen each year in 
Ontario. About 600 are reported to the Ontario 
Ministry of the Environment and the rest to other 
federal, provincial and municipal agencies. 

The 600 spills handled by the Ministry in 1979 
involved about 500,000 gallons of oils, gasoline, toxic 
chemicals and other potentially hazardous materials 
which call for immediate action. Another 400,000 
gallons of less harmful liquids and significant quantities 
of solid and gaseous contaminants are also dealt with. 

To Environment Ontario, spill prevention and 
prompt effective response to all environmental 
emergencies are important. 


Spill Prevention: 


The Ministry works with industries, professional 
associations, municipalities, harbour commissions and 
other groups on training programs in spill prevention 
and developing contingency plans — effective blueprints 
for action to contain and clean up spills. 


What Are We Protecting? 


In the words of The Environmental Protection Act, 
Environment Ontario has a mandate for action on any 
spill which: 

(a) causes or is likely to cause impairment of the 
quality of the natural environment for any 
use that can be made of it; 


(b) causes oris likely to cause injury or damage 
to property or to plant or animal life; 

(c) causes or is likely to cause harm or material 
discomfort to any person; 

(d) adversely affects or is likely to adversely 
affect the health of any person; 

(e) impairs or is likely to impair the safety of any 
person; or 

(f) renders or is likely to render any property or 
plant or animal life unfit for use by man; 

(g) causes or is likely to cause loss of enjoyment 
of normal use of property; or 

(h) interferes or is likely to interfere with the 
normal conduct of business. 


Bill 24 For Fast and Effective 


Assistance 


The Hon. Harry C. Parrott, Ontario's Minister of 
the Environment proposed major changes to The 
Environmental Protection Act in the Legislature in 
December 1978. This progressive, new legislation 
incorporated suggestions from a broad range of 
informed and concerned individuals, industries and 
organizations consulted. 


Bill 24 was approved by the Ontario Legislature 
late in 1979. These amendments to The Environmental 
Protection Act set out the policy and intention of the 
Ontario government. 


What Bill 24 Means to You: 


e The owners, handlers and carriers of pollutants bear 
full responsibility for the control and cleanup of a spill 
and restoration to undo damage to the environment. 

e The Minister of the Environment has authority to 
order immediate control and cleanup of spills and 
the restoration of a damaged environment by those 
responsible for the spill. 

e When control and cleanup are slow to start, the 
Ministry can act immediately. The question of liability 
willbe settled later. 

© Those who bear the cost or suffer from a spill may 
apply for compensation through a fund established 
for this purpose. 

© Municipalities or other designated persons can be 
authorized to do control, cleanup and restoration 
work and recover their reasonable expense from the 
responsible parties. 


e Any person authorized or required to do cleanup wil 
have the right to enter and work on public or private 
land to get the job done. 


What Can You Do? 


When you see a spill of any chemical liquid or solid 

which could be dangerous to the environment: 

© Note all you can about the source. 

e Report the spill immediately and in detail to the 
nearest office of the Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment. (look in the blue pages of your 
telephone book) 

© We'll take it from there. 

In describing the purpose of Bill 24, Dr. Parrott told 
the Legislature: 

“This legislation is unequalled in Canada. We hope 
it will reduce the number of spills. We know it will speed 
cleanup, reduce potential damage and assist any 
injured party by placing initial responsibility on those 
who own and control pollutants.” 

We think that says it all for the effect and benefits 
of Ontario's spill legislation. 
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dealing with emergencies, large and 
small, which require the effective spill 
control provisions of Ontario’s 
Environmental Protection Act. 
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